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HMONG RESIDENT SHARES STORY, QUILTS AT UM
MISSOULA—
In 1975, at the close of the Vietnam War, Vee Kiatoukaysy was just a little girl when
she fled Laos with her family for a refugee camp in Thailand. Today she is a University of
Montana graduate who teaches in local elementary schools, helping other Asian immigrants
with the transition into American schools and life.
Kiatoukaysy will share her story —and that of her family and her people — in a
presentation Tuesday, April 23, at UM.
Her talk, "From Laos to Missoula: Hmong Refugee History and Contemporary
Culture," begins at 7 p.m. in University Center Room 333. Sponsored by UM ’s Multicultural
Alliance, it is free and open to the public.
Using brightly colored story cloths called "paj ntaub," or "flower cloth," Kiatoukaysy
will explore what it means to be Hmong in Montana. The fabric story cloths, or quilts,
traditionally are made by women to illustrate Hmong life. One of Kiatoukaysy’s story cloths
was made by her aunt in the Thai refugee camp where the family spent three years before
coming to the United States.
"I’m going to use the story cloth to tell the history of our people," she said. "The story
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cloth makes direct reference to our myths, family history, village life, the death and
disturbance of the war, immigration to this country, and life in a new land."
Twelve years old when she arrived in Little Rock, Ark., Kiatoukaysy moved to
Montana with her husband in 1982. She earned a bachelor of arts degree in elementary
education in 1999 and now is a teacher with the Bilingual and Migrant Education Program of
Missoula County Public Schools. She has given many presentations about Hmong history and
culture in local schools.
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